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     WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9, 2008
  
TWENTY-FIVE COUNTRIES REPRESENTED AT UPCOMING CHAMPIONSHIPS
Although only 24 coed teams and 11 women’s teams will participate in the upcoming 2008 College Table Tennis National Championships, 25 countries will be represented at the event.

The Championships arrives in Rochester, Minn. Fri., Apr. 11, and departs Sun. Apr. 13.  Play will be held at the Rochester Regional Recreational Sports Center, 851 30th Ave SE, five minutes from downtown Rochester, and is sponsored by the Rochester Amateur Sports Commission (RASC), the National Collegiate Table Tennis Association (NCTTA), and the Association of College Unions International (ACUI).
According to an early copy of the official event program, the following countries are listed as the homes of players competing in team play over the weekend.
1.
Belgium
6.
Croatia

11.
Jamaica
16.
Peru

21.
Taiwan

2.
Bosnia

7.
Ethiopia
12.
Japan 

17.
Puerto Rico
22.
Turkey

3.
Canada
8.
France

13.
Malaysia
18.
Romania
23.    Thailand
4.
China

9.
Germany
14.
Mexico

19.
Singapore
24.
    U.S.

5.
Colombia
10.
India

15.
Pakistan
20.
Sri Lanka
25.     Vietnam

Although participants from several schools did not list their residences, 29 are from China.  Mississippi College, in their first ever NCTTA competition, is made up of entirely Chinese, representing the cities of Guangzhou, He Fei, Jiangxin, and Shanxi.  Table tennis is by far the most popular sport in the country.  
India is the second-most represented foreign country at the Championships with 16 competitors.  Georgia Tech, bringing in both coed and women’s teams, lists 5 of 8 players from major Indian cities such as Chennai, Hyderabad, and Mumbai. 

The University of Puerto Rico is the only non-American based school competing.  Other than Texas Wesleyan University, UPR is the only scholarship-funded table tennis program.
“It is exciting to see players from all over the world come together as one,” said Willy Leparulo, NCTTA President.  It goes to show how popular table tennis is in other countries, as well as how much college students love to play the game.”
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